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won a resounding victory at the polls in the
General Elections in 1937 and C. R. became the
chief protagonist for the acceptance by the
Congress of Ministerial responsibility. The sea-
green incorruptible 'SatyagrahF who had earlier
denounced legislative bodies as temples of sin,
now became the first elected Prime Minister of
Madras.
What is the explanation for this sharp change
in one, otherwise so remarkably consistent in his
life and work?
C. R. represents to-day the mood of weariness
with strife, the desire to do something, to build.
He symbolises better than any one else this new
tendency in our national affairs.
Rajagopalachari was the only first rank
GandMan to become a Cabinet Minister himself.
Vallabhbhai Patel and Rajendra Prasad preferred
to be powers behind the throne. As Prime
Minister he enjoyed an authority both over his
colleagues and by comparison with other Ministers
that was remarkable. The reasons, of course, were
Ills intellect and character. He is the braitai trust
of the Gandhi group, just as Sardar Patel is its
directing hand. And the simplicity of his life is
noteworthy. Even when Prime Minister, he
washed his own clothes. He is a most accom-
plished speaker, one who fully understands the
value of brevity and economy of words. His
Writings show the same quality of compactness.
One wonders sometimes how much Indian litera-
ture has lost by Rajaji taking to politics. His